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memorisation (Eka Santagrahi) was able to achieve the
rare distinction of mastering the scriptures in just six
years as against the normal period taken even by
intelligent students which is invariably twice that time.
The Chinna Swamiji is one of the few Brahmachans
who took to Sanyasa without going through the
Gruhasthashram, as is the usual tradition in Sn
Vaishnavism He is also the youngest Jeeyar to take
to this order. The Chinna Swarm also heads the
ashrams at Sitanagaram, Jaggaiahpeta and Rishikesh
A Jeeyar is a Vaishnavite Sanyasi. The word
Jeeyar in Sanskrit is based on the root Jee-jaye, to win
i.e., one who has controlled all his senses victoriously
(Jayaseela) and is able to win over the challenges posed
by others by means of arguments for which He has to
master Vedic lore and Sastras. The other suffix of "Yar1
is the symbol of respect to an ascetic, drawn from Tamil
tradition. That is how the word is coined as Jeeyar.
According to tradition, Alavandar (Yamunacharya)
was the first known Jeeyar as He carried a Tndandam.
After Him the great Ramanuja was a Tridandi. Among
the Jeeyars there are two types. The first type
concentrate on the administration of temples and know
the Divya Prabhandams. The others must take to
preaching by going around the country, having mastered
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